
Report a species to your local  
Conservation Officer. 
For More Information or if your CO is not  
available please contact:

Janelle Kennedy 
Sr. Science Advisor (Aquatic) 
Department of Environment,  
Fisheries and Sealing Division 
Box 1000 Station 1310, Iqaluit, Nunavut, X0A 0H0 
  : (867) 975-7706,     : (867) 975-7754 
    : jkennedy1@gov.nu.ca 

Matthew Fredlund 
Legislation and Management Wildlife Technicain 
Department of Environment, Wildlife Divison 
Iglulik, Nunavut 
  : (867) 934-2178 
    : mfredlund@gov.nu.ca 

Kimberly Howland 
Research Scientist, Arctic Stock Assessment 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
501 University Crescent, Winnipeg,  
Manitoba R3T 2N6 
  : (204)-984-4227,     : (204)-984-2403 
    : kimberly.howland@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

In 2010 the Canadian Endangered Species Conservation Council (CESCC) 
identified 17 species not normally found in Nunavut. 
These are called “non-native species”. Some of these plants and animals can become an “invasive species”, 
which represents a potential major concern for the future health of the Arctic. 

Species: Field Sow Thistle (Sonchus arvensis) 
Impact: The Field Sow Thistle grows quickly, easily and when there are many of 
them they can reduce the water resources available to other plants. They have the 
potential to decrease native plant diversity by competing for space and water.

Introduction pathway: Accidently introduced from Europe into North America  
in a containment of agricultural crop seed. This plant has been able to spread 
long distances across Canada because the seeds can travel far in the wind.

Species: The European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) 
Impact:  The European Starling can displace native bird species by taking over 
nesting sites and competing for food.

Introduction pathway: Introduced intentionally to North America from Europe. 
These birds then dispersed naturally into Canada through migration.
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Why should you  
be concerned about  
invasive species?
When invasive species are introduced and  
survive, their populations can increase rapidly 
because there are no natural predators. Invasive 
species may feed on native species, compete for 
food and space, as well as expose native species 
to new parasites and disease. Invasive species 
are now widely recognized as a leading cause of 
endangerment and/or extinction of native species 
(Lassuy and Lewis, 2010). 

What is a non-native species?
A non-native species is defined as an organism that is not normally found in a region.  
They are introduced by human activities, which can be intentional (e.g. species introduced 
to control a pest species), accidental (e.g. shipping and ballast water exchange), or environ-
mental (e.g. changes in climate leading to wildlife movements). An example of a non-native 
species in Nunavut is the European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris), which was introduced to 
North America from Europe intentionally by humans. 

What is an invasive species?
Not all non-native species are considered invasive. This term is reserved for species that do so 
well in their new habitat that they end up causing harm to the environment, other species, hu-
man health, or economic activity (ISAC, 2006). An example of an invasive species in southern 
Canada is the Zebra Mussel (Dreissena polymorpha), which was introduced to North America 
by ships releasing their ballast water. The Zebra mussel reproduces quickly and establishes 
large colonies on any hard surface. In this way they take over habitat occupied by native species, 
reducing the availability of food for other species, and also attaching themselves in great num-
bers to boats and other infrastructure in the water. (Benson and Raikow, 2010).

* There are currently no known species in Nunavut that can be classified as aquatic or terrestrial invasive species.

How can you help?
Report
Have you seen a different plant, animal or  
insect in Nunavut?

Everything you can do to help us identify 
these species is important. Report the  
location where you observed the species  
(GPS Coordinates are very helpful) and  
provide a detailed description of the plant, 
animal, or insect. If possible take a photo. 

 
 
 
 

 
Remember that not all non-native species are 
considered invasive. If you see an unknown  
plant or animal, it is very important to report it.

Do not take any extreme actions; the first step 
is reporting the species so that territorial and 
federal agencies can respond appropriately. We 
will report our findings back to you and infor-
mation about the species you have observed. 

Share
Keep yourself informed and educate others 
about non-native and invasive species. Let 
them know what to do if they see an unknown 
or uncommon species.

Non-Native & Invasive speciesIn Nunavut

ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ
Avatiliqiyikkut
Department of Environment
Ministère de l’Environnement

Environment
Canada

Environnement
Canada

This project was undertaken with the financial support of:

Please call 867-975-7706 to request a French copy of this brochure.
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*Species photo references available upon request. Images are not to scale.

*Species photo references available upon request. Images are not to scale.
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