In Nunavut

These are called “non-native species”. Some of these plants and animals can become an “invasive species”,
which represents a potential major concern for the future health of the Arctic.

What is a non-native species?

A non-native species is defined as an organism that is not normally found in a region.
They are introduced by human activities, which can be intentional (e.g. species introduced
to control a pest species), accidental (e.g. shipping and ballast water exchange), or environ-
mental (e.g. changes in climate leading to wildlife movements). An example of a non-native
species in Nunavut is the European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris), which was introduced to
North America from Europe intentionally by humans.

What is an invasive species?

Not all non-native species are considered invasive. This term is reserved for species that do so
well in their new habitat that they end up causing harm to the environment, other species, hu-
man health, or economic activity (ISAC, 2006). An example of an invasive species in southern
Canada is the Zebra Mussel (Dreissena polymorpha), which was introduced to North America
by ships releasing their ballast water. The Zebra mussel reproduces quickly and establishes
large colonies on any hard surface. In this way they take over habitat occupied by native species,

reducing the availability of food for other species, and also attaching themselves in great num-
bers to boats and other infrastructure in the water. (Benson and Raikow, 2010).

Why should you
be concerned about
Invasive species?

When invasive species are introduced and
survive, their populations can increase rapidly
because there are no natural predators. Invasive
species may feed on native species, compete for
food and space, as well as expose native species
to new parasites and disease. Invasive species
are now widely recognized as a leading cause of
endangerment and/or extinction of native species
(Lassuy and Lewis, 2010).

Report a species to your local

How can you hel p7 Conservation Officer.

For More Information or if your CO is not
available please contact:

Janelle Kennedy

Sr. Science Advisor (Aquatic)

Department of Environment,

Fisheries and Sealing Division

Box 1000 Station 1310, Iqaluit, Nunavut, X0A OHO
): (867) 975-7706, =1: (867) 975-7754

~7: jkennedyl@gov.nu.ca

Matthew Fredlund
Legislation and Management Wildlife Technicain

Department of Environment, Wildlife Divison
Iglulik, Nunavut

): (867) 934-2178

~7: mfredlund@gov.nu.ca

Kimberly Howland

Research Scientist, Arctic Stock Assessment
Fisheries and Oceans Canada

501 University Crescent, Winnipeg,
Manitoba R3T 2N6

): (204)-984-4227, [=]: (204)-984-2403

~=: kimberly.howland@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

This project was undertaken with the financial support of:

Please call 867-975-7706 to request a French copy of this brochure.
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