
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Nunavut Issues and Concerns 
 
 
Question 1 
 
What will your party do to ensure Nunavut’s economic development continues to grow 
and this growth benefits the people of Nunavut in a sustainable and environmentally-
friendly manner?  
 
NDP Response: An NDP Government will work with Nunavut to develop and help implement a 
comprehensive plan for sustainable development of the territory, including sustainable 
development of mineral and other resources that would provide benefits to the people of 
Nunavut over the long term. The NDP approach to sustainable economic development would 
include an agreement on devolution so that the people of Nunavut would have greater control 
and a greater share of the benefits of resource development. A comprehensive plan would also 
include supports for infrastructure, education, including skills training, so that local people have 
the ability to participate in and help grow the economy.  
 
An NDP government will reverse the damage done to the environmental process by the current 
government and bring in a strong, credible, environmental assessment process, based on 
science and that genuinely consults people, and respects their rights. We will work to establish 
revenue sharing frameworks for resource development projects that provide benefits for 
Indigenous communities through a consultative process, including Indigenous communities, 
provincial governments and territories. 
To help the people of Nunavut get the training they need, the NDP will deliver $250 million in 
additional investment to federal student grants, ramped up over four years, focusing on helping 
students who need it most, including northern and Indigenous students. The NDP will also 
immediately begin phasing out interest on federal student loans, eliminating it completely in 
seven years. 

 
The NDP will work with provinces, territories and Indigenous communities to deliver a Canada-
wide quality early childhood education and childcare program where parents pay no more than 
$15 a day.  The NDP will help Northerners reduce their energy costs by introducing a home 
energy retrofit program to save energy, cut monthly bills and create good local jobs.  

 
To reduce the food costs of families in Nunavut, an NDP government will take immediate action 
to fix and expand Nutrition North in partnership with northerners to ensure it achieves the goals 
of lowering food prices and providing greater access to healthy food. An NDP government will 
also begin a more in-depth process to address food insecurity. We will work with northerners to 
develop and support sustainable food security solutions that include reducing the prices of store 
bought food, supporting the use of country foods and community services, while also drawing 
on successful models of local food production that are sustainable and create economic 
development and employment.  



 

Question 2 
 
What are your party’s priorities and/or plans to address our infrastructure deficit? Will you 
commit to reviewing with the Government of Nunavut our priorities and develop, in partnership, 
a long-term strategic fund to address the Nunavut transportation infrastructure deficit that 
encompasses harbor, road and ungraded airport infrastructure? Will you commit to examining 
ways to improve Nunavummiut’s access to clean, reliable and affordable energy? 
 
NDP Response: An NDP Government will invest in the infrastructure that Nunavut’s economy 
depends on with $54 million over 4 years in new funding for local infrastructure and a dedicated 
local infrastructure transfer of $450 million over 20 years. We would recognize that Nunavut 
needs critical upgrades to community ports to make them safe and to lower transportation costs 
in the Arctic. The NDP will invest $200 million for northern roads, bridges and ports, including 
small craft harbours. 
 
The NDP is aware that Diesel is 20% of Nunavut’s budget and is much more expensive than 
commercial diesel sold in the south.  We understand that Nunavut has been asking for federal 
commitments to clean energy to reduce their diesel costs and that they are unable to access the 
capital because of current federal limits to borrowing. 
 
As part of our Climate Change plan, we are targeting $100 million toward clean energy 
development in remote communities that are dependent on diesel flown in for electricity 
generation. We will work with Nunavut to determine the priority communities for these projects. 
The NDP are confident that renewables are cost-effective and that it makes good economic and 
environmental sense to replace Nunavut’s diesel generation with renewable energy.  
 
Question 3 
 
Is your party prepared to work with the Government of Nunavut to develop a long-term plan that 
will address and fund Nunavut’s housing needs? 
 
NDP Response: Improving affordable housing will be a priority for an NDP government.  Over 
the past two decades, Liberal and Conservative governments withdrew from federal 
responsibilities regarding affordable housing and housing in northern and Indigenous 
communities. The NDP will engage the provinces and territories and local governments in the 
creation of a national housing strategy. We will back up this commitment with an increased 
investment of $2.7 billion over four years in affordable housing and homelessness, including 
creating and expanding housing agreements with Nunavut communities. We will work with 
territorial governments to identify regional needs and particular populations in need.  

 

  



 

Question 4 
 
Does your party support a devolution agreement for Nunavut? What kind of timeline can 
your party commit to for finalizing an agreement I principle with the Government of 
Nunavut and Nunavut Tunngavik Inc? Will your government ensure that adequate 
resources are provided to enable a successful devolution agreement for Nunavut? 
 
NDP Response: An NDP Government would move quickly on negotiations on a devolution 
agreement for Nunavut that would provide local peoples with great democratic control of their 
land and a greater share of the benefits from their natural resources.   
 
Question 5 
 
Does your party support a strengthened language services agreement for Nunavut?  Will 
your government ensure that adequate resources are provided to enable a successful 
heritage centre for Nunavut? 
 
NDP Response: The NDP supports a review of the federal languages services agreement for 
Nunavut and will work with the territorial government and local communities to improve the 
agreement to ensure that it reflects Nunavut’s population and its needs.   
 
We are committed to implementing the recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC), including committing $8 million to establish a National Centre for Truth and 
Reconciliation.  A major theme of TRC recommendations is the need to recover and preserve 
the culture and language of Indigenous people in Canada. An NDP Government would work 
with Nunavut to establish mechanisms, including a heritage centre, to preserve and convey its 
unique heritage and culture.  
 
The NDP is the only major party that has committed to initiatives to revitalize and strengthen 
Indigenous languages by establishing, in consultation with Indigenous communities, a National 
Indigenous Languages Revitalization Fund and a National Indigenous Languages Institute with 
a total new investment of $68 million over four years.  
 
Question 6 
 
Is your party committed to developing a strategic climate change plan for the Arctic? Will 
you ensure that the three territories are involved and have “real” input in such a plan? 
When would you, as leader, begin and have such a plan? 
 
NDP Response: The NDP is the only major party to have outlined a concrete and aggressive 
climate change plan. If elected as the next government, the NDP would move quickly to engage 
the provinces and territories in preparation to present Canada’s new plan at the next major 
international meeting on climate change in December. The NDP would then set and refine 
target reductions and implement plans, coordinated with territories and provinces.  
 
As Prime Minister, Tom Mulcair has committed to holding meetings twice a year with provinces 
and territories to coordinate and move forward actions on climate change.  
 
 


