Over 1,400
Nunavummiut responded
to the GN’s cannabis
survey, shaping the GN’s
proposed approach.
Survey highlights are available on the GN website.

REGULATING CANNABIS IN NUNAVUT
The federal government is taking steps to legalize recreational cannabis this
summer. The Government of Nunavut (GN) has ideas about how to manage
cannabis legalization in the territory, and wants to hear what Nunavummiut
think. The main ideas of the GN’s proposal are summarized here.
 Protect the health and safety of Nunavummiut, especially youth.

Objectives

 Provide for the safe distribution of cannabis to adults.
 Combat the illegal market for cannabis in Nunavut.
 Increase awareness on the risks associated with cannabis.

 StatsCan says about one in four Nunavummiut uses cannabis a few times a week.

Education

 Cannabis may be harmful, especially to youth who consume it regularly.
 GN will promote healthy choices for all Nunavummiut.
 GN will focus on youth and other at-risk groups.

 Minimum age at 19, in line with liquor and tobacco.

Possession

 Adults will be able to carry 30 grams of dried cannabis.
 Adults will be able to grow up to four plants per household.
 Landlords and condo-associations may set restrictions.
 Prohibited where tobacco is prohibited, plus in vehicles and spaces where kids go
(playgrounds, arenas, schools, health centres).

Using

 No licensed establishments (cafés) planned, but possible in the future.
 Edibles and other products (oils, lotions) to be regulated later.
 Strict rules against impaired driving and workplace impairment.
 Liquor Commission to oversee cannabis sales, and can appoint outside agents.

Selling

 Online sales first, aiming to start summer 2018.
 No physical stores in 2018. GN would first consult with communities about interest.
 GN to join national tax system.

 Municipalities may restrict use in certain public places under existing laws.

Local

 No outright prohibition (no “dry” communities).
 Municipalities may request temporary restrictions on sales.
 GN to consult with municipalities before opening physical stores.

Our Plan
 GN to introduce two bills (laws).
 First bill to address straightforward aspects of cannabis legalization by changing some existing laws.
 Second bill to create a new Cannabis Act.
 GN will regulate many details, which gives flexibility to address issues and gaps as they come up.

What do you think
about these ideas?
Send us your comments:

cannabis@gov.nu.ca
Cannabis Consultations
P.O. Box 1000, Stn. 330,
Iqaluit, Nunavut X0A 0H0
gov.nu.ca

The GN is proposing these ideas for consultation. They may not represent the GN’s final
views or decisions. The GN’s full proposal is
available at
gov.nu.ca/finance/information/cannabis.

