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From August 22 to 28, 2004, a team composed of 8 people (Daniel Gendron, leader of expedition, 
Louis Gagnon, Project Director for Avataq, Joshua Sivuarapik, Saputik Museum Director and 
conservation trainee, André Bergeron, chief, ehtnology-archaeology workshop, CCQ, Maxime Aubert, 
Ph.D. candidate INRS, Daniel Arsenault, professor UQAM, and Paulusie Alaku and Tuniq Irniq, 
hunter-guides from Kangirsujuaq) spent several days at Qajartalik to assess the state of preservation 
of JhEv-1, a Petroglyph site.  
 
One of the objectives was to determine the rate of decay of the outcrops using non-intrusive and non-
destructive techniques (visual observations, drawings and photographic coverage) that will be 
compared to previous data collected from the location. Some of the work carried out included: 
 

- Drawings using acid-free paper of several extraction zones and petroglyphs; these will be 
used in comparative studies with previous rubbings done in the same zones under identical 
conditions; 

- Photographs of a recently damage zone (i.e., graffiti). The damage possibly occurred in 2002 
owing to the fact the graffiti was absent in 2001; 

- Exhaustive photographic coverage of outcrops to complement previous work, and to provide 
comparative material; 

- Detailed examination of engravings and extraction zones using a magnifying lense; 
- The collection of samples of water deposits and snow in order to study weathering process; 
- Retrieval of a soapstone sample that was left last year at our request by a Kangirsujuamiut to 

measure deterioration process; five more similar soapstone samples were left in place for 
future observations. 

 
Also, while walking around the crevice where the site lies, we found a new soapstone block with one 
engraving located at 150 m east of the JhEv-1 site. We also found peridotite rocks with evidence of 
extraction, possibly of Thule age, at the eastern extremity of the island. Both new discoveries were 
recorded and photographed. No samples were retrieved at this time. 
 
To prevent further damage and erosion of soil surrounding the main outcrop, backfilling was 
completed and improved in 3 test pits that were excavated in 1998. The surface of the same outcrop 
that was excavated in 2001 was left intact until an efficient measure of protection can be devised by 
the conservation team. 
 
Laboratory work has been started on the non-archaeological samples. This work will provide useful 
information to assist in solving the preservation issues, and possibly will help us identify an 
appropriate dating technique for the site. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fig. 1: New graffiti, 2002. 

 

 
 

Fig. 2: The new steatite block discovered 150 m east of the JhEv-1 site. The new engraving is visible 
in the centre of this block. 

 

 
 
 
 


