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I arrived in Gjoa Haven on August 3rd 2004 and had been prepared to team up with Louie 
Kammokak for this summer’s field expedition, however due to other circumstances beyond his 
control, he was not able to accompany me on the overland trip to Cape Felix.  In addition a film 
crew from England was also out on the land completing a documentary on the Franklin expedition 
and they had rented all of the good ATV’s from within the community and I found it difficult to find 
one that was suitable for the long journey that I needed to make.  With the purchase of a new 
Honda 4x4 from the Northern store, I was well prepared for the trip and having made it many 
times before I was ready to make the journey traveling alone. 
 
 I packed up and headed out late that afternoon and traveled till near dark reaching the other side 
of the river crossing about 45 miles northwest of the community.  The following morning I 
continued on to the Northwest; and on the second night set up camp in Collinson Inlet. In the 
morning I found a gas cache made by the English film crew that had passed by and who were 
somewhere in Erebus Bay.  I started my search North towards Wall Bay from Hill 222 the highest 
point in the area. I found this area to be very low with a lot of run off from some inland lakes, but I 
searched all of the high ground however, found no signs of any human activity. I then doubled 
back towards Hill 222 following along a gravel ridge, in general the land was all very low and 
therefore any raised feature that was seen was investigated. 
 
The weather became foggy and cold and the visibility was dropping so I started to head towards 
the shoreline when I came up to a ridge that had some interesting features at its crest. The first 
was a large campfire that appeared very old and still had some remains of burnt wood inside it 
and close by was what looked like the remains of a stone cairn. I was unable to determine the 
origin of this site, but since there were no signs of any Inuit tent rings I suspect that the site might 
be European and possibly from the Franklin Expedition. 
 
Close to a point of land south of Cape Maria Louisa I stopped to make camp and walked around 
the area, that I found to be abundant with old campsites, most of them were Inuit, but some could 
not be assigned a cultural affiliation. I was unable to find any visible signs that this might have 
been a Franklin Expedition campsite, but I learned from the Cape Felix camp experience that 
much evidence may now be almost invisible. 
 
The next morning was foggy and the temperature was below freezing with a stiff wind coming off 
the ice filled strait. I packed up and headed straight inland from this point searching for a large 
copper rod that had been reported to have been found somewhere in this area. I was told that the 
rod was firmly set and that it had bent down close to the ground pointing towards the shore. I 
spent most of the day working inland for a distance of approx 4 km (2.5 miles). I had become very 
exhausted and decided that I would double back down the coast to Collinson Inlet and see if the 
film crew had returned to their gas cache. It was late at night when I pulled in and found that they 
had returned and had set up a camp, Saul Aksoolak was their guild and after a warm meal I set 
up camp with them. I knew that I was getting very sick and decided because of the circumstances 
that it would be best return with the film crew. When I woke in the morning, I made another trip to 
the area behind Victory Point but nothing was found. I returned to camp later that day and in the 
morning packed and started heading to Gjoa Haven with the film crew. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Photo 1: Large campfire with some old burnt wood still inside 
 

 
 
Photo 2: Tom Gross and his dog on the tundra 
 

 


