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We visited the area around the west arm of Bird Fiord from July 9-July 30, 2004.  There were six 
individuals in our field party including four Professors and two graduate students, one student is 
Canadian.  We established one camp that consisted of 1 canvas tent and six small nylon tents.  
The camp was on a gravel bed in a small river that feeds into the Bird Fiord drainage.   
 
Our main goal of the 2004 season was to work on the site designated as NV2K17. This site 
consists of brown and green rocks that contain the skeletons of ancient fish.  The site was 
originally discovered during the 2000 field season.  In 2002 we removed a large wedge of 
overburden (4-5 cubic meters) to expose the fossiliferous horizon.  In 2004 we removed an 
additional 4-5 cubic meters of overburden to further collect from the fossiliferous horizon.  Many 
small, individual elements were collected while larger specimens were wrapped in plaster jackets 
to extract the material for further preparation in the lab.  There are many fish skeletons present at 
this site and our greatest difficulty involved removing them for careful study back in the laboratory.  
We would dig to expose the fossil skeletons which were often over 1 meter in length.  Once the 
skeleton was exposed, we would cover it in plaster so that it could be transported safely to the 
laboratory for study.  At the current time, we estimate that we brought back parts of five larger 
skeletons and a larger number of isolated bones. 

 
We also walked over exposed rocks of much the valley to search for new sites.  While we did not 
discover any sites in which to dig, we did discover isolated bones of several species of fish.   
 
Once the specimens reach the laboratory we will begin the process of preserving the material and 
illustrating it.  This process can take about a year or more and it involves treating the materials 
with glues, removing rock from the bones in selected places, and photographing the best material 
for future study. 

 
Although, we are only in the beginning phases of our laboratory research, we can conclude that 
this past season led to the discovery of important new species.  These species will tell us more 
about the ways that fish evolved to walk on land over 380 million years ago.  One of the species 
that we discovered this year is a fish that is particularly close to this transition. Future work on it 
will likely tell us how the fins and heads changed during this evolutionary event. 
 
Photo 1: Brown green rock containing skeletons of ancient fish 

 



Photo 2: Exposed fossil skeleton 

 


