
Scientific and Local Observations

Local observations and scientific studies suggest that climate 
change could have serious consequences for Nunavut. Impacts 
ranging from changes in sea ice distribution and abundance  
to melting permafrost could affect the health and well-being 
of our people.

Climate change is a highly complex, dynamic and multi-
faceted issue. The timing, nature and severity of the impacts 
on our communities are difficult to predict and vary locally 
and regionally. In Nunavut, we are bringing together the best 
available scientific, community and Inuit knowledge in order  
to better understand the multiple aspects of climate change 
and how it could shape our future in Nunavut.

Climate Change Priorities and Progress

The Government of Nunavut has identified the following  
key climate change priority areas for Nunavut: 
1) Advancing climate change knowledge 
2) Building community capacity for adaptation 
3) Measurement and reduction of greenhouse gas emissions

Nunavut has made progress in all of these areas, through 
programs and initiatives such as: 
•  climate change science and Inuit traditional knowledge 

research and monitoring initiatives in partnership with 
federal government, universities, institutes and Inuit 
organizations;

•  support for community-based climate change adaptation 
planning;

•  feasibility studies and pilot projects for wind, solar  
and hydroelectric energy being developed across  
the territory; and

•  energy efficiency projects throughout Nunavut, including 
residual heating projects, new efficient building practices 
and efficient housing retrofits.

Adaptation: Building Resilience  
at the Community Level

The Inuit have long relied on innovation to continually adapt 
in a challenging and dynamic environment. Supporting 
resilience in Nunavut communities requires proactive planning 
that links multiple sources of knowledge to action. Through 
a community-driven, collaborative approach, communities 
across Nunavut are engaged in climate change adaptation 
planning projects. These projects bring together numerous 
stakeholders to equip Nunavummiut with the tools, resources 
and knowledge needed to adapt to uncertain and  
changing times.

For more information: www.gov.nu.ca/env • environment@gov.nu.ca
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	 	…while	weather	is	more	
uncertain	and	unpredictable	
these	days,	hila	will	continue	
to	change	and	so	people	will	
have	to	go	along	with	the	
weather…	

	 	People	will	adapt,	but	this	
will	not	be	easy	for	the	Inuit	
who	have	long	depended	on	
their	observations	of	the	
weather	to	survive.
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