Wildlife Fact Sheets

Brown Lemming
Lemmus trimucronatus

Appearance
The brown lemming is a small, soft rodent. It has a reddish
brown back and rump with a grey head and shoulders. During
the winter its coat is longer and greyer. It has a plump little
body, small head and appears to have no neck. It has beady little eyes and its small ears are almost hidden by its fur. It also
has a small tail. The claws on its furry feet are adapted for digging. The soles of its feet and its toes are covered with long stiff
bristles. Considering the size of the brown lemming, it has a
very large skull. The average length of a female is 14.5cm and
average weight is 68g. The average length for the adult male is
15 cm and average weight is 78g.
Food And Feeding
Brown lemmings feed mostly on tender grass shoots. In addition, they eat tundra grass and sedge, as well as moss, bark and
twigs from dwarf willows and dwarf birch,
berries, lichens and roots.
Behaviour
Although lemmings live close together in colonies, they are not
always very nice to each other. During mating season and when
populations are very high, they fight amongst themselves. They
squeal, box and may even flip themselves onto their backs and
try to bite their opponent. They swim easily, floating high in
the water due to their soft, thick fur. They remain active during the 24-hour daylight periods, digging tunnels through the
moss and tundra. During the winter, they are active beneath
the snow. Spring and autumn are dangerous times for them as
they are more exposed to their many predators.

Range
The ideal dwelling
place for brown lemmings are wet tundra
areas covered with
grasses and sedges.
They also live along
stream-banks,
lakeshores and grassy
slopes, meadows and
rocky places.

Habitat
The brown lemming can be found in the southern Baffin region,
the northern Kivalliq region and the southwestern Kitikmeot
region.
Reproduction
Females may have 1 to 3 litters a year. During high litter seasons,
breeding may take place under the snow in the winter as well as
during the summer from mid-June to September. After a gestation
period of 23 days the female gives birth to between 4 and 9 young.
Status Survival and Management
According to the Nunavut Wild Species Report 2000, the status of
brown lemmings is considered secure. The populations' peaks and
falls are directly related to a lack of food brought on by the large
populations in the peak years. Brown lemmings generally live 1 or
2 years in the wild and up to 3 years in captivity. Predators in
Nunavut include carnivores, birds and even caribou.
Did You Know?
Any opening that is big enough for a lemming's head is big enough
for the whole body. Although they have fat little bodies, they can
squeeze through amazingly small openings.

gnZ4nw5 s
] mJ5 u4]nk5

vJ6 xFU6
Lemmus trimucronatus

sXZ q5
vJw5
xFUw5
Ws4n6i6nsc5b6g5
bm8`i
mnD+Jiq8i
wF4hZo1i4
x7ml
wF4hZs/o4u. bm4fx
Wbc+ha1uJ5
b]mi
f+ Z`M5 r9oq8i, b+y5
y0/q8i
x7ml
wF4hZo1i yFz]/i,
miC]/i
x7ml
s/Co1i.
bs5gz
vJ6 xFU6 urJ6, iDu4g9lil. xsX]/zJu4 vJ3u4
d`oo4 x7m uu6Xyz whxz9li ixdz x7m rxyqb
Noq5 wh6bsQ9lt4.
srs4f5 u6fz g3Di6nsc5b6g6
whxzi3ns9lil.
bm4fxo
dwiJv9M1i4
urJu4
tuc34g5,
ixdr9Lt4
dzyc3+fpZt[l.
nXzs3+fpJi4
wpC`Mo
` 5
x7ml
ystC`Mq5
kwb5yxq5g5
u6fzb
g3Dizk5.
XusC`Mc3uJ5. wyZq8i u6fofl1i frc6g5
x[ZAtQ/q8i4.
wyZqb xlq5 x7m wkZYxq5
b[EbsymJ5 brJk5 eCbJk5 u6fxk5. ur8iq5 whmQlQ5
vJ5 xFUw5, b
| 4fx ixd6f3gJxlw5. x0p}Qo6tymJ6
x3Nw5 bricCJ4g5 !$.% y8b}ubu4 x7m sdmw8icCJ4Lt4
^* f|C7u4. xa|t5 w8Nw5 !% y8b}ubu4 bricCJ4g5 x7m
sdmw8icCJ4Lt4 &* f|C7u4.
i3r q5 x7ml iEA yq5
vJw5 xFUw5 iElx+h5 xe5gi4 wF5hZw5 mYq8i4.
ho5bs6, iE+ha1uJ5 N+X6gcT5gu wF4hZ3i4 x7ml
WD6g4ni4, x7ml5bs6 i3N3i4, x]m3i4 x7ml eJC`Mi4
mfNU5 ur+Jt
| 5 x+?Mex5 x7ml ur+Jt
| i4 N+X6gC`Mi4,
Xs3zi4, dx/st5 mYq8i4 xwCi[l.
w o6f yq5
w`M4 xFUw5 w~kct}Qh
+ aZlx5 xu+h9lt4, w`M8i4f5
dFxhc5bst+haT5g5.
koxo|Czu4 x7ml xFUw5
xu+hlxo|Czb, X
+ c5bst+h5 w7u1k5.
cbw5gu4 i9ox+h5,
WQxc5bst9lt4
x7m
N9Mc5b6Lt4
}ryZhx6Lt4
X
+ ctQ/u8i4.
Sw0/D8N5tx6g5,
S4b5tx3Lt4
wm3u
iDu5}gizk5,
g3D9li
u6fz.
czo]m6
k6vJw5g5
csmw8Nt9lA, tyos3Lt4 wF4h4vtA5 x7ml kNs2
wlxA5. srs4f9l k6vJw5g5 xSts2 wrxz`ivb4Lt4.
sW31]Z4f5 x7ml srx5]n4f5 v2WxN6g6 b
| 4fkz w`M4
n6r]/3i6ns+h5
bwmwt9lA
xuhk5
s
] mJ3ys6tq8k5
W/snCw8i6ns?4g5.

wiq5
vJw5 xFUw5 bf/5nsJ5 b]mi er34b~l2
sx8Nzi x7m et3us5 iQ34Xyzi.

iQxi,

r?9os2

eg3q sDyq 5
vJw5 xFUw5 xbsyx3Lt4 w`M8i Wzhx6t3Lt4 w3is6X4g5
x3|CAu b=?i5bw8N6.
b]mi xuhx6t3Lt4 w3is3iq8i,
kosoD8N6g5 xSts2 wrxzi srs4f5 x7ml5bs6 xs/4f5
kosc5b6g5
J
+ iu5
bmsz
y
+ tWEj5
tr9LA.
ra3zA5
w9Msc+h5 s9li4 @#-i4 b]mi w3i+h6 sk3ic6t9lQ5 tnmi5
x7m ( xfU8i xFUC`Mi4.
3v kw o3 iq5, wk
~ Z hA8 N3 iq5 x7ml xsMbsiq5
kN]K5 i3Jtq5 si4vsyst9lQ5 @)))-u, s9lu ckwo3iq5
vJw5 xFU5 ckwT8iC6bsymK5. xFUw5 xu+hiq5 x7ml
wkwn8i3nsiq5 xsMbsJ5 ieqb WbcTlxo3iq8k5
xu+hlxo3iq8k5 xFUw5 x3CA5 wMq8i. vJw5 xFUw5
w~kZJ5g5 x3|CAgw8N6u m3}D1i4~l8`i5 tAxE/sNt4 x7ml
x3|CAi4 Wzhi4 tAxE/s9lt4. s
] mJ3ys6tq5 kNKu wMc3S5
s
] mJ3i4 s
] mJ6g6ti4, t1uxk5 g4gk9~li5 ieQ/s5bo+h5.
3v spmF
| 5V
ckw5ggw8N6 x7mJ6 xFUs2 ixdzk5 N
` 7mgx3X5 N
` 7m4g6
tuo]mzk5.
w`M4 dwi+haZlx5 tuq5, ryxio SMJ8N6h5
urJDl1i4 x7mJo1k5.

