
Important facts
to share with parents

 Children raised in homes 
that promote family 

literacy grow up 
to be better 

readers and 
do better 
in school.

 Parents are a child’s first 
teacher. Reading and 
telling stories to your child 
is essential to language 
development and helps 
increase focus, memory 
and concentration.

 Reading or telling stories 
together is a great way 
for families to connect.

 Books are fun! They help 
stimulate imagination 
and creativity and 
expand a child’s world to 
ask questions and think 
about new things.For more information,  

contact (867) 975-4866
www.gov.nu.ca/education

Literacy isn’t 
ju about 

reading books.

It’s about families 
spending time 

together, learning 
new things, and 

having fun. 



Suggeions for family literacy a�ivities
There are many ways that you can help parents and children enjoy these books and support family literacy.

Story-telling 
a�ivities

Invite an Elder or someone from your 
community to visit your program. Have 
them look at one of the stories in the book 
and tell their own story about what they 
think the pictures mean. Then have them 
read the story as it is written. This is a great 
way to show families that even though the 
reader’s story might be different, it is still 
fun and interesting.

You can also ask one of the older kids to tell a 
story using the same book, or a different book 
in the bag. Even the littlest kids have their own 
stories to tell!

Book swap
Invite families to bring books to 
your program that their children may have 
outgrown or are no longer interested in, to 
trade with other families. This will expose 
children to many different types of books, 
and help expand their library. Children will 
read books over and over again, so don’t be 
surprised if they have favourites they won’t 
want to part with.

Organize a Read  
for 15 Challenge

Each September during Literacy 
Week, the Nunavut Literacy 
Council promotes the “Read for 15” 
Challenge. Usually it is a friendly competition 
between the NWT and Nunavut. Invite 
families, community members or others to 
your program and have everyone read to 
their child (or to themselves) for 15 minutes. 
Report your program’s results to the Nunavut 
Literacy Council. You don’t have to just read 
books: you can read magazines, 
sewing patterns, an article online, or 
anything else you find interesting. 
The important thing is to READ!

You can find more information 
about Read for 15 and other 
family literacy activities on the 
Nunavut Literacy Council 

website at http://
www.ilitaqsiniq.ca/
events.

Other a�ivities
There are many ways to 
bring literacy into the home. 
Encourage parents to cook 
with their children at home. 
They can read recipes together, 
count ingredients, and learn new 
words to describe what they’re doing. 
Meal planning and making lists is 
another way to incorporate literacy into 
everyday activities.

Parents can also learn from their children. 
Encourage them to ask about their 

children’s day at school, 
and review their 
homework. They 

can ask their child 
to read to them, or 

tell them stories about 
what they’ve learned. 
Literacy is important 
for everyone in the 

family, and everyone has 
something to contribute.

What is  
Tell Me a Story?
Tell Me a Story is a Government 
of Nunavut program that provides 
books to babies in Nunavut. This “first 
library” will promote family literacy by 
introducing children and families to 
books of all kinds, and help instill a love 
of reading and storytelling. 

The bags of books provided to families 
include books in Inuktitut, Inuinnaqtun, 
English and French. It is okay if families 
don’t read or speak 
some of these 
languages because 
they don’t have to 
be able to read the 
book to tell their 
baby a story. 

Resources
You can find lots of family literacy 
activities and ideas on these websites:

Nunavut Literacy Council 
http://www.ilitaqsiniq.ca/resources

NWT Literacy Council 
http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/family-
community-literacy

ABC Life Literacy 
http://abclifeliteracy.ca/tips-and-
activities

This is Literacy 
thisisliteracy.ca




