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4    Ecological Land Classification Map Series 
 
There are 186 Ecological Land Classification maps in the series covering the Kivalliq region. The results of the ELC mapping have been summarized in an overview map presenting a 
generalized version of the ELC mapping to illustrate overall trends (Map 4-1). Map 4-2 provides an index map showing how the detailed maps have been organized.  The map series is 
based on the National Topographic Series (NTS) 1:250,000 scale map grid, each of which has been further subdivided into quarters: northwest (NW), northeast (NE), southwest (SW) and 
southeast (SE). The maps are at a scale of 1:225,000 when printed on an 11” x 17” page size. The map legend depicts the classes that are specific to each map. The ELC sample site locations 
have been displayed on each map to provide insight into the sampling distribution used to generate the classification. 
 
The map key, depicted below, details the information contained on the maps and provides the necessary information to navigate through the maps efficiently. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The map sheet references the 1:250,000 
scale National Topographic Series (NTS) 
grid (e.g., Map 055L) together with a 
quadrant identifier (e.g., NE) which 
refers to the northeast portion of map 
sheet 055L in this example. 

The map legend lists only the ELC 
classes present on the specific map 
sheet.  Refer to Section 3.7 for detailed 
information about the ELC classes. 

The index map illustrates the NTS map 
sheet grid with the extent of the current 
map hatched in red.  

Map scale, coordinate system details 
and data source references.   

Page and map sheet numbers are 
referenced. 

Reference grid provided in 
Universal Transverse Mercator 
(UTM) coordinate system. 

Reference to adjacent map sheet 
and its associated page number 
in the atlas. 
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* The ELC data have been generalized on this 
map in order to show regional patterns.

Map 4-1
Generalized Ecological Land 

Classification Overview

Shr ub Extent Patterns in the Kivall iq Region of Nunav ut  
Patterns  in shrub extents  emerge d following the ecological land classification
(ELC) proce ss and the mapping of the prese nce and absence of  specific shrub
genera and species from all ELC sampling sites. The shrubs displaying the  most 
obvious distributional clines are Alnu s spp., Betula glandulos a and Cassio pe 
tetrago na. This map displays an interpretation of the major geographic
divisions between these  shrub spe cies  based on sampling site  observations.
The most obvious change occurs  within the northern Kivalliq whe re Betula 
glandu losa is predominantly replaced by Cassiop e tetra gona as the dominant 
shrub.  Though less  define d, Aln us spp.is uncommon north and ea st of the line 
indicated on the figure. These delineate d geographic areas do not suggest the
exclusion of one of  the se three  shrub types from adjoining areas, but rather a
significant shift in obse rve d frequency and, in the case of Ca ssiope tetra gona, 
dominance ove r more  southern shrub species.  
 
Data  L imita tions 
The shrub extents shown on this map were  e xtrapolated from field locations 
collected over multiple  years.  The y should be use d as guides when looking at 
trends and not as hard boundarie s.  

Legend

Nunavut Settlement Area boundary

Region boundary

ELC Mapping extent

Approximate northern extent of selected shrubs*

Glandular birch (Betula glandulosa)

Alder species (Alnus spp.) 
*See the description in the text box on this map for further information.
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