
    

Moose
Alces alces

Appearance 
The moose is the largest member of the Family Cervidae,
which also includes caribou and deer. It has a long head with a
hanging, rounded nose and a strip of fur dangling from its
neck that is called a dewlap. The moose's coat ranges from red-
dish brown to black. It has very long greyish legs with some
white on the inside of the legs and stomach. Males have large,
flat, shovel-shaped antlers with small points at the ends. These
fall off every year and new ones grow to replace them. Females
are usually between 2 and 2.6m long and 330 to 396kg. Males
are usually between 2.3 to 2.8m long and 385 to 816kg.

Food And Feeding
Moose are browsers and in the winter, they feed on twigs,
shrubs and the bark from saplings. In the summer they feed on
leaves, large quantities of salt-rich water-plants, forbs, grasses
and foliage. By the time spring arrives, the moose's salt reserves
are very low. 

Behaviour 
Moose seem to be the least social of all the ungulates and are
mostly solitary animals.They are shy and will generally flee
from humans. However, mothers are very protective of their
young and will charge at intruders to chase them off. In the
mating season, bulls are dangerous. Moose show some activity
during the day but are most active at dawn and dusk. During
the summer, they are most active on calm cloudy days follow-
ing a storm.

Range 
In Nunavut the
moose can be found
in the southern por-
tion of the Kivalliq
region and in some
parts of the south-
western Kitikmeot
region.

Habitat 
Moose are found in wooded areas, swamps, lakeshores near forests,
muskegs, streams of great boreal forests and tundra areas. 

Reproduction
During breeding season the female is quite vocal as she calls for a
male. Mating takes place in the autumn and after a gestation peri-
od of between 7.5 to 9 months, usually 1 calf is born, although at
times twins and very rarely triplets occur. The young stay with their
mother for a year and go off on their own in the spring before she
gives birth to the next litter. Females and males reach maturity at 2
to 3 years of age but males generally do not have the opportunity
to mate before they are 5 or 6 years old. Moose can live up to 27
years.

Status Survival and Management
According to the Wild Species of Nunavut 2000 report, the current
status of the moose is sensitive. Moose may live up to 27 years.
Their main predators in Nunavut include humans and some carni-
vores. They are hunted throughout Canada and were reintroduced
in parts of eastern Canada following extinction due to over hunt-
ing.

Did You Know?
Moose antlers are among the largest of all animal antlers; some may
stretch to 1.8m and weigh almost 32kg.
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bbss55ggzz
g4g?w5 xqi6X5 i3Jti5 N[Jo1i5, xqi3ns1uJ5
cbYtQvn4bq8i9l g4gi5 x7ml 3+fTi5. ixdf|bc6g5
dzyqtA9l iFzJ6bc3Lt4, sMu6gu[l ezc3Lt4.
dWnDx1+A/Xl4gil dzy6XyxA5 u6fx bs5gc3li
bw/sic6g6 Dewlap.   g4g?w5 u6fq5 bs5gcXl4g6
vJ5ME1i4 e3`NzJj5.  isq9l brJf|ba9lt4
yx3Ns/vns9lt[l isqbl wl9`oq5 `Nzl
cf6isc5b3Lt4. X1iq5 xqJxl1u4, ]n5g]/3u4
clCstX~l3+fpJu4 N[Jc6g5 kKcsZ̀M4Lt4 whqtA5.
N[Jq5 vbZ6X4g5 x3|CAb]m5, N[J4|bv8`i8Ns/3Lt[l
x3|CAgx|Cz5.  x3N9lq5 b]mi xqicXlc5b6g5 @ x7m
@.^ }ubu4 x7ml sdmw8icXlc5b3Lt4 b]mi ##) x7m #(^
rlf|C7{ xf8izi. xan9lw9o bricXlc5b6g5 b]mi @.#
x7m @.* }ubi4 x7ml sdmw8ic3X[Lt4 b]mi #*% x7m
*!^ xf8izi rlf|C7{i4.

ii33rrqq55 xx77mmll iiEEAAyyqq55
g4g?w5 ie4n3ysq8Ns/Xlc5b6g5 srsao|Cz5,
ie9lxbcoc5b6g5 scs/FiDJ1i4, N+X6gC`Mi4.
xs/st9lAo iecc5b6g5 N+X6gw5 scs/q8i4, x7ml
xqJxl1i iEc5b3uJ5 wm6h6}u5gi4 WD3gFi3i4
bEscXl4gi4, xwC3i4, wF4hZ3i4 x7ml kNC3i4.
sWU3X9oxo|Cz5, bEsclxD8̀ic5b6g5 tuq5.

wwoo66ffyyqq55
g4g?w5 vtUZJq8i3XsJ5 xyq8i5 i3Jtsctui5 x7ml
i6vEoc5b6g5 hoEiq5.   kJx6bsJ5 wk1i4
rN4fgw8N3i4 em4yvstQc5b6g5 cspgx|Czu4,
bwmw4vlx6t9lA WxCc3iq5 x3N9lw5
nS8ix5MEc5b6g5 WxC3ui4 x7ml sXAtc5b6g5
WQxChx3Lt4 e]mt5tNhx3Lt4 ci[oJcgx|Cz5.
koxo|Czb X1ixlw5 v2WxN7mEc5b6g5
slExN6yc5b6g5.  w`M8i4f5 s9l4f5
ckwosD8N6}gZlx5 WhJ4t9lQ5 ryxio s9̀Mn4f9l
s8ko3|Cz9l WoEox9Mc5b6g5.  xs/st9lAo,

xsMi3nsoc5b6g5
k K / J D ~ l t 9 l A ,
wf9ox6t9lA x7ml
v9o3isno|Cz5. 

ssXXZZqq55
kN]Kuo g4g?w5
b f / s Z J 1 i 3 n w 5
r?9os2 vN1Nzi
w7m|c~l8̀i5 et3us5
vN1Nz̀i8i3ns9lt4.

wwiiqq55
g4g?w5 bf/sJ8N3i3nsJ5 N+X6gcizi, wm3+hiq8il, b+y9l
y[/3Xyq8i N+X6gc3iq8i, +f9MEsq5gil N3nDJ1i,
+fDJ1il x7ml b]mi N+X6gcq5g}uc5bE9lt4.

eegg33qqssDDyyqq55
koso|Czu4 x3N9lw5 i+Xe/7mEoc5b6g5 gn6t5tNhx3Lt4
X1i3i4.  kosc5b3mb srx4]n4f5 x7ml w9Mscc5b3Lt4
b6rk5 b]mi &.% x7m ( xf8izi xfisic6tQJu4.
bwmUXl[l xbsy3u egTs+h5 w`M8iMshz7mE4
m3Dox6bcMshz+h5 x7ml x0psq7mEc5b6g6
WzhoJc3i|Cz5. WxCq5 x3`NNu`ic5b6g5 x3|CAo]mu4
sWU4v8i|Cz9l em}Dtoc5b3Lt4 x3Nu1i5 |b8N NJ6bz
w3i4v8iMsqt9lA ho.  WD5txobw8Nc5b6g5 bm3u4
x3N9lw5 xan9lw9l x3|CAco|Czu b]mi m3}D1i5 Wzhk5
ryxio xatsiq5 koxD8Nc5bq5g5 b9omi5 ^-i[l8̀i5
x3|CA|bMsq8i3u1i w~kycD8N6g5 bmsz x3|CAk5 @&-k5.

33vvkkwwoo33iiqq55,, ww~~kkZZhhAA88NN33iiqq55 xx77mmll xxssMMbbssiiqq55
kN]K5 i3Jtq5 si4vsyst9lQ5 @)))-u, ]m8NsJ6 scsysymJ5
kN]K}u5g5 x5b3N6g}ugw8NExc3iC6bs9lt4. g4g?w5
w~kJ8N6}gZlx5 x3|CAk5 @&-k5. gd5tpQ9lxb6bq5 wkw5
xaNh4|t5 x7ml bm4fx i3Jt5 ieg6|t5.  vNbo]mu
xaNhx6bsc5b3mb x7ml wMq5 k4t6bsMs3ymJ5
sxoi6Xy1j5 kabsvnMs3ymt9lQ5 xaNh4bslxc5b3i3j5.

33vvssppmm||FF55VV
g4g?w5 N[Jq5 N[Jc6go]mi5 xqi3Xs1mb, wMq5
yo1icoD8N3mb bmsz !.* }ubj5 x7ml sdmw8icD8N3Li #@
rlf|C7{ tr9lA.

gnZ4nw5 ]smJ5 u4]nk5

                                             


