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September 21, 2015 
 
The Right Honourable Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P. 
Prime Minister of Canada 
Leader of the Conservative Party of Canada 
1204-130 Albert Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4 
 
Mr. Thomas Mulcair 
Leader of the Official Opposition 
New Democratic Party of Canada 
300-279 Laurier West Avenue 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5J9 
 
Mr. Justin Trudeau 
Leader of the Liberal Party 
Liberal Party of Canada 
350 Alberta Street, Suite 920 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6M8 
 
Ms. Elizabeth May 
Leader of the Green Party of Canada 
P.O. Box 997, Station B 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5R1 
 
 
RE:  Open letter to federal party leaders on their position regarding Nunavut issues/concerns, 
Federal Election 2015 
 
Dear Sirs/ Madam: 
 
I am writing to you in advance of the October 19, 2015 general election to open a discussion on issues of 
importance to the Government of Nunavut. As you are all aware, Nunavut is an integral part of Canada 
and Canada’s identity as an Arctic nation. It is also a unique part of Canada with specific concerns and 
challenges that my government will continue to address post-election in partnership with the federal 
government. Accordingly, I am writing to outline some specific areas of focus for our government and 
inquire as to your party’s vision for the Arctic and Nunavut. 

  
 
Economic Development 
 
Nunavut’s economy has been an important driver for Canada’s economic growth for several years. 
However, Nunavut’s economic potential remains largely untapped. My government is committed to 
unleashing this potential in a sustainable, safe, environmentally-friendly manner that will expand 
economic opportunities for Nunavummiut. To do this, Nunavut needs an economic development 
strategy that includes policies that encourage investment and a commitment to infrastructure 
expansion and improvement.  
 



 ᑎᑎᖅᑲᖃᐅᑖ 2410 
ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ X0A 0H0 

P.O. Box 2410 

Iqaluit, Nunavut  X0A 0H0 

 

(867) 975-5050

(867) 975-5051

www.gov.nu.ca 

C. P.  2410 

Iqaluit, Nunavut  X0A 0H0 

 

We intend to continue work in partnership with the federal government to encourage development of 
our vast resources. Important drivers of growth include mineral development, fisheries and the cultural 
sectors. Strategic investments in these areas will reduce dependence on income support by providing 
much needed employment and business opportunities in Nunavut.   
 
What will your party do to ensure Nunavut’s economic development continues to grow and this growth 
benefits the people of Nunavut in a sustainable and environmentally-friendly manner?   
 
Infrastructure 
 
Nunavut does not have the necessary infrastructure to adequately develop its economy. 
Transportation infrastructure is woefully inadequate. Nunavut is the only jurisdiction and only region in 
Canada that does not have a road link with the rest of the country. Moreover, there is only one harbour 
facility along the largest coastline in the country.  
 
The only year-round link to the rest of Canada is by airplane, with only two paved runways covering 
almost one third of the geographic land mass of this country. To compound this shortfall, there is a 
short window for marine shipping during the summer months to bring yearly supplies, such as fuel, 
and building materials.  
 
Additionally, Nunavut communities are entirely dependent on aging and unreliable diesel plants for its 
energy needs. We need to commit to a plan with the federal government for predictable, long-term 
funding to replace these power plants with new and more efficient generators. We also need to move 
away from diesel generation and invest in hydro-electric facilities and other alternative energy.   
 
In the short term, we need to connect Nunavut to a fiber optic network to ensure that people are able 
to generate and create online economic development opportunities, and be part of the global 
community. We also need to increase the education and skills of our workforce. A Nunavut-based 
university would go a long way for our residents to be able to stay closer to home, add growth to our 
economy, and provide our residents with access to education at all levels to ensure success and self-
reliance moving forward. 
 
The infrastructure deficit affects the cost of living and limits economic development in our territory. 
There is no way within the current capital infrastructure budget/program of the Government of Nunavut 
to address this infrastructure deficit. We need our federal partner to begin a long-term strategic 
Northern Infrastructure focused program  
 
What are your party’s priorities and/or plans to address our infrastructure deficit? Will you commit to 
reviewing with the Government of Nunavut our priorities and develop, in partnership, a long-term 
strategic fund to address the Nunavut transportation infrastructure deficit that encompasses harbor, 
road and upgraded airport infrastructure? Will you commit to examining ways to improve 
Nunavummiut’s access to clean, reliable and affordable energy?   
 
Housing  
 

With an ongoing housing shortage and a rapidly-growing population, Nunavut is experiencing a severe 
and compounding housing crisis. Currently, we have a 39% core housing need. By contrast, the 
national average core need is only 12.5%. Nunavut has a public housing overcrowding rate of 35% 
and an existing housing gap of more than 3,000 units. Accordingly, there is an immediate need for 
new public housing in Nunavut.   
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From a maintenance perspective, the annual operating costs per public housing unit in Nunavut are 
approximately $25,000, and it is mainly attributed to water, power, and sewage services. The 
Government of Nunavut’s contribution to social housing makes up 9% of its total operational and 
maintenance budget of $1.3 billion. The impact of these costs will be compounded by the current 
decline in federal funding for social housing, and the expiration of the existing operating agreements 
that are scheduled to end by 2038.  

Investments in homes and related public infrastructure create jobs and economic growth, and help to 
diminish Nunavut’s inequities in health, education and poverty. Above all, it provides Nunavummiut 
with adequate shelter – a necessity of life and the base upon which the people can build a healthy, 
sustainable future. Nunavut needs an adequately resourced housing plan to meet current and growing 
basic housing needs. To do this, we require federal support, leadership and cooperation.  

Is your party prepared to work with the Government of Nunavut to develop a long-term plan that will 
address and fund Nunavut’s housing needs?    

 
Devolution 
 
Nunavut remains the only territory without control over Crown lands and natural resources. The 
Government of Nunavut is working to conclude a devolution agreement with the Crown so we may be 
able to better realize the economic opportunities for our territory. A successful devolution agreement 
must allow for the adequate transfer of land and resource management programs to the territorial 
government. This will ensure more appropriate program and service delivery for all Nunavummiut and 
Canadians. Nunavut is unique.   
 
While discussions have been taking place for years, the GN started formal devolution negotiations with 
the Government of Canada and Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated in October of 2014. After 
constructive initial discussions, negotiations were suspended with the call of the current Federal 
election. We anticipate the Government of Canada will reconvene with us at the earliest possible 
opportunity following the election to continue these negotiations and bring them to a successful 
conclusion.  
 
Does your party support a devolution agreement for Nunavut? What kind of timeline can your party 
commit to for finalizing an agreement in principle with the Government of Nunavut and Nunavut 
Tunngavik Inc.? Will your government ensure that adequate resources are provided to enable a 
successful devolution agreement for Nunavut? 
 
Culture 
 
Nunavut is unique in its social and cultural milieu as 85% of the population is Inuit. Moreover, the 
Inuktut language is one of the strongest Indigenous languages in Canada and indeed in the world. 
However, we need to ensure that our language thrives and grows with the territory; and, in order to 
accomplish this we need a strong languages strategy including the provision of adequate resources to 
meet the needs of Nunavummiut in language development and learning. To date, Nunavut has been 
left behind in terms of language funding.  
 
In addition to language, our culture is strongly represented by our heritage assets, yet we are the only 
jurisdiction in Canada without a heritage centre to adequately store and allow public viewings of our 
artifacts and arts. A strong partnership with the federal government is needed to secure funding to 
build a heritage centre. 
 
Does your party support a strengthened language services agreement for Nunavut? Will your 
government ensure that adequate resources are provided to enable a successful heritage centre for 
Nunavut? 
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Climate Change 
 
A federally led strategic long-term plan is needed to address the implications of a changing Arctic 
climate. Roads, airport runways, schools and most Northern infrastructure presently in our 
communities is already facing impacts by melting permafrost and changes to the land and seascape. 
A proactive plan in cooperation with all three Northern territories is needed to address changes we see 
now and for the future. 
 
Is your party committed to developing a strategic climate change plan for the Arctic? Will you ensure 
that the three territories are involved and have “real” input in such a plan? When would you, as leader, 
begin and have such a plan in place?   
 

Investment in transportation, housing, culture and technology, as well as continuing the devolution 
process, will ensure that Nunavut continues to grow economically and will assist Nunavummiut in 
addressing their social, cultural and economic needs. All investment in Nunavut results in a threefold 
reciprocal return to Southern Canada, which is identified in job growth and the number of goods sold and 
produced. Investment in Nunavut is good business and responsible nation building for Canada, and for 
Canadians.   
 
The Government of Canada has been, and will continue to be, a key partner in creating the foundation for 
Nunavut’s success. I have every expectation that this will continue in the future and look forward to 
discussing these issues further with you.   
 
Thank you for your attention during this busy campaign period and I look forward to your responses. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Taptuna 
 
Premier of Nunavut 
 
 
 
 
cc:   Premier Bob McLeod, Government of the Northwest Territories 

Premier Darrell Pasloski, Government of Yukon  
Members of the Legislative Assembly, Nunavut 
Media outlets 

 
 


