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The Iqaluktuuq Project is a multi-year research project jointly coordinated by the Kitikmeot 
Heritage Society of Cambridge Bay, and the University of Toronto.  Our main goal is to 
understand changing lifeways of the people who lived at Iqaluktuuq, northwest of Cambridge Bay.  
This region is important to modern Inuit elders, who knew it as a prime location for fishing arctic 
char and hunting caribou.  It is also important archaeologically, containing large, rich sites from 
every period of past culture history in Nunavut. 
 
During the 2004 field season, our work concentrated on understanding the Thule period at 
Iqaluktuuq.  We worked at the largest Thule site in the region, the Bell site, which contains six 
Thule houses.  We excavated House 7, the largest house, which took a team of six people four 
weeks to excavate.  Thule people had dug this house into a south-facing slope, and had built up 
the walls with layers of large boulders and sod for insulation.  The house had a rectangular main 
room about 5 metres wide and 3.5 metres long.  There was no evidence for benches, although 
they may have been removed or disturbed during later occupations.  The short entrance tunnel 
was about 3 metres long, and had been rebuilt many times.  We encountered, and mapped, eight 
separate floors in the entrance tunnel, most of which were carefully constructed of flat flagstones.  
On either side of the entrance tunnel was a small alcove originally entered from the house.  
Based on the presence of small areas of burnt fat and charcoal, these were probably kitchen 
alcoves.  Again, these alcoves each had multiple floors. 
 
The excavation of this house, and the midden area (garbage heap) in front of the house, 
produced large numbers of artifacts and animal bones.  The animal bones indicate that the Thule 
Inuit residents of the house ate mainly caribou and arctic char – exactly as expected.  In terms of 
artifacts, we recovered a broad array of barbed fish spears prongs, harpoon heads, soapstone 
lamp fragments, slate ulu blades, and even a beautifully preserved pair of wooden snow goggles.  
While none of the artifacts can tell us exactly when the house was occupied, the range of types 
probably indicates that Thule people first built the house around 1300 AD, and may have used it 
for many years, perhaps several centuries.  We hope that radiocarbon dating will help to narrow 
down the period during which the house was occupied.  
 
Although understanding the Thule period was our main goal this year, we also wanted to recover 
more information from the earlier, Dorset occupation at the site.  Therefore, we dug three test 
pits, two inside Dorset houses, and one in a midden in front of a Dorset house.  All of these test 
pits yielded the expected large numbers of caribou and fish bones, together with occasional bird, 
fox, seal, and muskox bones.  Artifacts included Dorset stone tools, harpoon heads, and two 
beautiful Dorset carvings – a bear and a tiny arctic char. 
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Friesen04A:  House 7, a large Thule house at the Bell site.  Michael Hadlari and Jason Akoluk 
stand behind the main room of the house, which has been excavated down to the flagstone floor. 
 
Friesen04B:  Dorset Carving of an arctic char, recovered from near the bottom of a test pit at the 
Bell site. 


