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In the summer 2004, we conducted a 6 weeks archaeological inventory in the region of Richmond Gulf 
including the island in the Gulf and we were able to visit some of the Nastapoka Islands. It seems that we 
were the first team to conduct extensive research in the gulf, since the work of Elmer Harp, and the survey 
of Gosselin and others more than 30 years ago. The team was led by Avataq Cultural Institute and was 
composed of Pierre M. Desrosiers, archaeologist, and 3 Inuit from Nunavik including: Willie Kumarluk, 
Adamie Kenuayuak, and Jimmie Tookalook. The main objective of this project was to document the 
prehistory and history of the region for the future Provincial Park: Parc national des Lacs Guillaume-
Delisle et Lac à l’Eau-Claire. 
 
We surveyed on foot and by canoe hundreds of kilometres resulting in the identification of more than one 
hundred new sites (on the mainland and islands); we also visited a few previously recorded sites in the 
region.  Most of the new sites are linked with Inuit and Palaeoeskimo culture, however some are also 
affiliated with Indian culture. Included in the new sites are, a Palaeoeskimo chert quarry, and a Thule site 
were found on the Nastapoka Islands. Four Palaeoeskimo sites are located on Cairn Island. For the 
Palaeoeskimo period, this research was particularly pertinent in documenting lithic raw material sources, 
extraction sites, as well as a few habitation sites.  
 
Numerous historical sites were located on Cairn Island. A map of the ancient Hudson Bay Company 
trading post located on Cairn Island was also made. Many historical sites and a few cemeteries seem to 
be linked with the presence of the traders and whalers from the beginning of the century to the end of the 
1950’s. Our guide, Willie Kumarluk, was born in the area and lived there until 1956 when he left with his 
family go to Kuujjuarapik. We were able to relocate a few sites where his family used to live 50 years ago.  
 
04-16a 1: An Inuksuk on Currain Island, facing northwest (temporary name of the site: UMI 06) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



04-16a 2: An axial feature in one of the structures from a recently identified Palaeoeskimo site on Cairn 
Island, facing west (temporary name of the site: UMI 99) 
 

 


