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In 2004, Jean Bussey of Points West Heritage Consulting Ltd. conducted archaeological investigations for 
the Joint Venture that operates the Tibbitt to Contwoyto (formerly the Lupin) winter road.  The winter road 
runs from the south end of Tibbitt Lake near Yellowknife to almost the north end of Contwoyto Lake in 
Nunavut.  Field investigations for the Nunavut portion of the winter road were limited to a single field visit 
conducted in June as part of a multi-disciplinary inspection tour.  The objective of the archaeological 
component of this inspection tour was to assess the status of markers installed to protect archaeological 
resources.  This is the fourth consecutive year that the Joint Venture has sponsored investigations as part 
of their commitment to ensure that future archaeological impacts are avoided or minimized. 
 
In 2001 an archaeological inventory was conducted and 55 new sites were recorded.  Six of these sites 
are situated in Nunavut.  In 2002, all sites located within 30 m of the winter road or related facilities were 
revisited and if threatened were subjected to site assessment and/or mitigation or were protected through 
the erection of markers.  Only one site in Nunavut, LhNr-5, is within 30 m of an activity area identified as 
Gravel Pit 18.  Markers were installed along the western boundary of LhNr-5 and extended to the west at 
the north end of the existing gravel pit to provide additional site protection. The markers utilized are 
standard wooden survey stakes that were on average pounded 30 cm into the ground.  The tops were 
covered with fluorescent orange paint.  The markers were first inspected in 2003 after additional gravel 
removal had occurred and the site was judged to be intact with no new disturbances noted. 
 
In 2004, LhNr-5 was revisited to assess the condition of the markers.  Since no borrowing activities had 
occurred during the winter of 2003-2004, it was not surprising that all stakes were still standing. The site 
was examined and no evidence of any new disturbance within the protected areas of LhNr-5 was 
encountered. One new tool was discovered on the surface of LhNr-5 and was left in place.  It consists of 
two fragments of a small, white chert biface.  Some of the wooden markers are showing signs of wear, 
but could last for several more years.  However, if any borrowing activity is proposed at Gravel Pit 18 
during the winter of 2004-2005, a revisit in 2005 is recommended. The other five Nunavut sites are intact 
with no new disturbances evident. 
 
04-05A _1. Helicopter pilot assisting with the spray painting of markers near LhNr-5 to increase their 

visibility.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
04-05A_2 View southwest of markers along the western edge of LhNr-5 with Gravel Pit 18 visible to 

the right 

 


