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(Nunavut Archaeologist Permit 04-04A) Jean Bussey  
 
In 2004, Jean Bussey of Points West Heritage Consulting Ltd. conducted archaeological investigations for 
Wolfden Resources Inc. south of Grays Bay in the Coronation Gulf. Bussey was assisted by Bonnie 
Campbell and Gabriella Prager of Points West and John Avilingak, Frank Ipakohak and Mona Himiak of 
Kugluktuk. This work was conducted through Gartner Lee Limited and involved two proposed mines, one 
at Ulu Lake and one at High Lake. The objectives were to determine the archaeological potential of 
several proposed developments. Emphasis was placed on portions of the study area for which planned 
developments were well defined and where the archaeological potential was moderate to high. Several 
artifacts were discovered, but all items were left in place; no artifacts were collected during the 2004 field 
investigations. 
 
Limited portions of the Ulu mine study area were assessed in 2004 because the area had been examined 
previously; no new archaeological resources were encountered. The proposed winter road connecting the 
two study areas was examined primarily from the air, but ground reconnaissance was conducted on 
select areas; this work resulted in the discovery of five new archaeological sites. Four sites contain stone 
features and one site is a lithic scatter. 
 
The entire High Lake study area was subjected to helicopter reconnaissance; ground reconnaissance 
was limited to sections with the highest potential included primary development area and two of the three 
proposed airstrip locations. One archaeological site consisting of a cache was recorded. 
 
Aerial reconnaissance was undertaken of a proposed all-weather road route between High Lake and the 
most westerly port option on Grays Bay. Two locations with high archaeological potential near the north 
end of this route were examined on the ground and one new archaeological site was discovered. 
 
Aerial reconnaissance of all four potential port locations was undertaken, but ground reconnaissance was 
restricted to the first three since the fourth location was very tentative. Stone features were visible from 
the air at all four locations. Port 1 received the most intensive investigation and two large archaeological 
sites containing almost 50 stone features were recorded in this area and there is potential for additional 
features and sites.  
 
Two sites were recorded at Port 2. One of the sites consists of approximately 20 rock features, including 
stone circles, caches and 3 possible weirs. The second site contains 4 caches and a stone circle, with a 
fire pit/wind deflector. 
 
Two smaller sites were found at Port 3. One contains a definite and two possible stone circles along with 
a single rock cache. The other contains four stone circles and two rock caches. Aerial reconnaissance 
indicated numerous stone features at Port 4, but no ground reconnaissance was conducted and the 
location is not currently a viable option. 
 
Thirteen new archaeological sites, consisting of over 80 archaeological features, were recorded during 
the July field investigations. The field investigations in 2004 have provided significant information on the 
archaeological potential of the High Lake regional study area as well as identifying specific archaeological 
resources within possible development areas. Additional preliminary and ground reconnaissance will be 
required for any road route(s) and port selected.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

04_04A_1. John Avilingak, Frank Ipakohak and Jean Bussey recording two adjacent stone circles 
and associated rock features 

 

 
 
04_04A_2. John Avilingak counting the number of rocks in a stone feature on the shore of Grays Bay 
 

 


