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The Government of Nunavut needs to decide how to  
regulate cannabis. 

• Recreational cannabis will be legal in Nunavut and the rest of 
Canada in July 2018. 

 
• The Government of Canada will create rules for many elements of 

cannabis legalization, including: 
o advertising 
o sales tracking 
o growing and processing 

 
• The Government of Nunavut (GN) will be responsible for the 

following: 
o setting legal age 
o import, distribution and sales 
o public possession 
o home growing 
o public use 
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The GN asked Nunavummiut about cannabis.  

• Using the Cannabis Legalization Survey as a tool to gather public opinion, 
the GN asked Nunavummiut aged 16 and older how they think cannabis 
should be regulated in Nunavut. 
 

• The survey was available in all official languages online and in hard-copy 
form in all communities. 
 

• The survey period was from August 22 to September 22, 2017. 
 

• The survey had 26 questions – 17 policy and nine demographic questions. 
 

• In total, the GN received 1,418 valid survey responses. 
Submitted 1,507 
Invalid 89 

Respondents younger than 16 10 
Non-consenting respondents* 35 
Repeat submissions 44 

Total Valid Surveys 1,418 

* Respondents who completed the survey but did not want their results included in the analysis 
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A range of Nunavummiut completed the survey.  

Responses by Age Responses by Region 
16-34 47% Qikiqtaaluk 71% 
35-54 41% Kivalliq 18% 
55+ 12% Kitikmeot 11% 

Responses by Sex Responses by Status 

Male 51% Inuit 43% 
Female 49% Non-Inuit 57% 

Responses by Education Responses by Income 
Less than high school 4% Less than $50,000 15% 
High school 20% $50,000 to $90,000 28% 
College 32% More than $90,000 56% 
University 45% 
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Most respondents support cannabis legalization. 

75% 

19% 

6% 

All Respondents 

Support Do not support No opinion/Don't know
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Support for cannabis legalization is shared by Inuit and non-Inuit. 

70% 

23% 

7% 

Inuit Respondents 

78% 

17% 

5% 

Non-Inuit Respondents 

Support Do not support No opinion/Don't know

While exact percentages differ, responses to all policy questions follow the 
same patterns for Inuit respondents and non-Inuit respondents.  
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Support for cannabis legalization is broad and occurs across  
ages, sex, family types, education and income levels. 

Support by Age Support by Region 
16-34 82% Qikiqtaaluk 78% 
35-54 70% Kivalliq 70% 
55+ 64% Kitikmeot 77% 

Support by Sex Support by Family Type 
Male 83% Have children 69% 
Female 67% Do not have children 81% 

Support by Education Support by Income 
Less than high school 68% Less than $50,000 84% 
High school 79% $50,000 to $90,000 77% 
College 74% More than $90,000 74% 
University 76% 
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Respondents want smoking cannabis to be regulated in public places. 

Most respondents said that smoking cannabis should be 
prohibited in some or all public places: 

Prohibited 73% 

Not prohibited 23% 

No opinion/Don’t know   4% 

Respondents who want smoking cannabis prohibited in public 
places want it prohibited specifically: 

In all public places 36% 

Where smoking tobacco is prohibited 27% 

Around children and youth 10% 
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Respondents are less concerned about the regulation of non-smoked 
cannabis (such as edibles and lotions) use in public. 

Half of respondents said that non-smoked cannabis use 
should not be prohibited in some or all public places:   

     Prohibited 40% 

     Not prohibited 50% 

     No opinion/Don’t know 10% 

Respondents who want non-smoked cannabis use 
prohibited in public places want it prohibited specifically: 

     In all public places 42% 

     Where alcohol is prohibited 15% 

     Around children and youth 12% 
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Respondents have different views about who should  
sell and distribute cannabis. 

3% 

48% 

49% 

Other

Private Companies

Government of Nunavut

Respondents were almost evenly split on who should sell and distribute cannabis: 

However, most said that they want cannabis to be sold at special stores rather than  
regular stores (such as grocery and convenience stores): 
 

Most thought Nunavummiut should be able to buy cannabis online: 
 

3% 

26% 

71% 

Other

Regular

Special

5% 

27% 

68% 

No opinion/Don't know

Should not be able to buy
online

Should be able to buy online
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• About four out of every five respondents (79%) said the GN should set the 
minimum legal age at either 18 or 19. 
 

• The most common response for those who thought the legal age should be 
higher than 19 was 25. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Most respondents think the GN should set the legal age  
at 19. 

Age 19 
59% Age 18 

20% 

Older than 19 
20% 
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Most respondents think the GN should not change the federal  
possession and growth limits. 

Respondents support the federal possession limit of 30 
grams: 

30 grams 64% 

Less than 30 grams 25% 

No opinion/Don’t know 10% 

Respondents support the federal home-growth plant limit of 
four plants:  

Four plants 66% 

Less than four plants 25% 

No opinion/Don’t know 10% 
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Respondents suggest two top priorities for the GN:  
fight the illegal market and research the impacts of cannabis use. 

Fight the illegal 
market 

28% 

Research the 
impacts of 

cannabis use 
28% 

Ensure 
workplace safety 

12% 

Provide addiction 
services 

10% 

Prevent 
intoxicated 
vehicle use 

7% 

Other 
16% 
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Respondents want to know more about the impacts of cannabis use. 

Respondents want to know more about the impacts of 
cannabis use on: 

children and youth 47% 

health and wellness 45% 

pregnant women 44% 

Respondents prefer to get their information from: 

social media 63% 

healthcare professionals 46% 
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1. Most respondents support legalizing cannabis. This is true across age, sex, 
status, education and income.  
 

2. Respondents have different views on how smoked and non-smoked 
cannabis products should be used in public. Most support restricting the use 
of smoked products. Less than half support restricting the use of non-smoked 
products. 
 

3. Respondents have different views on who should distribute and sell 
cannabis. They are split on whether it should be sold by the GN or the private 
sector, but most agree it should be available for online purchase and mail 
delivery. 
 

4. Most respondents think the GN should set the legal age at 19. 
 

5. Most respondents want the GN to focus most on fighting the illegal market 
and researching the impacts of cannabis use.  
 

6. Respondents want to know more about the impacts of cannabis use. They 
are most interested in understanding its impacts on health and wellness, children 
and youth and pregnant women. 

A recap of the survey’s key findings 



For more information, please contact the Department of Finance at cannabissurvey@gov.nu.ca. 
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